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PRESS RELEASE: EMBARGOED UNTIL 7 JANUARY 2008

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 2008

The Rotary Club of Ilminster, in association with the Western Gazette and South Somerset District Council, is launching a new Award:

Young Citizen of the Year Award 2008.

The Award is intended to acknowledge the successes of those young people who make an outstanding contribution to life for the benefit of others around them. All nominees must be aged 17 or under on 31 August 2007 and reside in Ilminster or the surrounding district.  Nominees for the Award must be a young citizen who fulfils one or more of the following criteria:

· Has made an outstanding contribution to the life of the community

· Has overcome a serious disability in helping others

· Is a long term carer or provider

· Has given outstanding service for the benefit of the community.

In fulfilling any or all of these criteria, nominees must have benefited the communities in which they live, work or are being educated and by their actions or their role in society have had a significant impact on their lives and on the lives of others in those communities.

The first prize will be £150 plus a trophy and the 3 runners up will each receive a prize of £75.

Julie Fowler, Chair of the Youth Activities Committee of Ilminster Rotary Club, said: 

“I am delighted that we have the opportunity to recognise the achievements of our young people”. Councillor Kim Turner commented: “I am keen to give recognition to young people who make things happen, so I have put some frontline community councillor allowance towards the funding of the Awards to show my support, coming from a District Council that constantly encourages work like this”.  And Tim Dixon, Editor of the Western Gazette, said: “We are extremely pleased to be supporting this great event and proud to be recognising the success of youngsters in the Ilminster area. These young people do not always get the recognition they deserve, so this is a fantastic idea from the Rotary Club of Ilminster and we wish everyone who enters it the very best of luck.”                  

The judges will be Lord Cameron of Dillington; Rev. Alastair Wallace, Rector, St Mary’s Parish Church, Ilminster; and Mary Davys, Trustee of Ilminster Educational Foundation and former Head Teacher.

The closing date for nominations is 29 February 2008 and the Awards ceremony will be held at 6.00pm on 27 March 2008 at The Shrubbery Hotel, Ilminster.    

If you would like to nominate a young person for this Award please contact Roy Pickett on 01823 366015 or David Dick on 01460 55940 for further information. 
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