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Taunton Stop Line near Chard

Following the evacuation of the Allies from Dunkirk, France, the
coast of Devon and Cornwall was considered too long to defend
so the stop line was constructed across the West Country

Ihe infrastructure included plliboxes, machine and anti-tank gun
emplacements, road and railway biocks. The anti-tank ditch was
in-filed but many of the concrete structures remain along the line

N and are visible from the cycle route
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Clearance and Restoration




Points of Interest

FORTRESS ILMINSTER 1940

PREPARING FOR INVASION

In July 1940 inland towns on important junctions of key routes towards London or the
Midlands were prepared for defence as "anti-tank islands’ to deny the invader use of these
routes. While tanks might bypass the towns, enemy logistic vehicles could not. These town.
inciuded Taunton, Honiton, Crewkerne, Shepton Mallet, Frome and Yeovil,
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Seating and signage




Leaflets

 THE
STOP LINE

llmmster to Chard
(5 mlle long metallng section)
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The Stog e Way 5 2 ong destance coast-to-coast waling and cycing
raate which i parts is siltable for wheelchars ard pushchairs. The -
CYChe route I T5 miles iong and gertly follows 2e "Taunton Step Liee'
it by the femy 1 540 S0 contam sy Nam German imasan of the g
South West. These delences 1an foe 50 mikes, from Burndar o the | .
Brostol Chanme! b Seaton om the Souts Coast. Carath, raitways and rivery
were mde 80 4 coetiens ankiank cbntacle with road blocks asd ;
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Activities







