TERMS OF REFERENCE 

FOR THE 

SOMERSET 

MARKET TOWNS

FORUM

Adopted at the Forum meeting of December 1st 2003 and amended September 20th 2005, March 29th 2006.

Purpose/Mission

To bring together representatives of all of the market and coastal  towns and larger villages across Somerset in a network, so as to share issues of common concern, and help in the economic, social and environmental regeneration of the local communities.

Objectives

1. To promote mutual support and collaboration between Somerset Market Towns and the larger villages – by sharing good practice through visits, invited speakers and the circulation of information; 

2. To develop the capacity of the Forum and its members to serve and assist Somerset’s communities – by organising appropriate seminars and training for its members

3. To establish an active role for the Forum in promoting regeneration in Market Towns – by acting as a ‘voice’ from across the County in discussions with other bodies and forums.

Membership

The Forum will look to involve representatives of all the market and coastal  towns and larger villages from across the County of Somerset.

Membership of the Forum will be Free.

Management

The Forum will nominate a steering group comprising a Chair, Vice-chair, Forum Officer and their line manager to organise meetings and direct and carry out any urgent business of the Forum between meetings. 

Suggestions for future Forum Meeting agendas will be sought at each meeting.

The Forum will elect a Chair and Vice Chair at the Annual General Meeting.  The Chair and Vice-Chair will be elected for one year, they may stand for re-election for a further one year but cannot remain in office for more than two consecutive years. . Notes of Forum Meetings will be recorded and circulated after the meeting to all those that are members. Administrative support will be provided by , in the first instance, the officer of the Forum.
Frequency of Forum Meetings

The Forum will meet at least three times per year with an agenda drawn up by the Steering Group. It is hoped that dates for a year ahead will be agreed in advance and broadcast to all, with the details of venue and agenda publicised at least one month in advance.

Voting

Those entitled to vote at General Meetings  shall be;

1) the representatives of groups from market and coastal towns and large villages engaged in the community planning process. Each group shall have one vote.

2) a representative of each District and Borough Council in Somerset and a representative of Somerset County Council.  

Where a major policy decision needs to be made between Network meetings,  the Steering Group can arrange a postal ballot.  The postal ballot form shall be sent to the Chairs of member groups and to the representatives of District and Borough Councils and Somerset County Council.’

Annual General Meeting

‘‘An Annual General Meeting shall be held annually in October or within one month of that month.  A report of the Forum’s activities will be made.

The Chair and Vice Chair of the Steering Group will be elected at the AGM.  Nominations for these posts will be sought prior to the meeting.’

Appendix – Voting Members  fromTowns as at 29.3.06
Current Voting Members

Regeneration groups (correspondence to Chair)

· Axbridge Parish Plan Group
· Burnham and Highbridge Regeneration Partnership

· Chard MCTi

· Crewkerne MCTi

· Ilminster Forum

· Langport Area Development Trust

· Martock M3

· Minehead MCTi

· Norton Radstock Brighter Futures
· Shepton 21

· Watchet Regeneration Partnership

· Williton Regeneration Forum

· Wincanton MCTi
· Wiveliscombe Area Market Towns Initiative (Ten Parishes)

